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UNIVERSITY 

- 13,000 STUDENTS 



TRANSITION 

- MIXED USE ZONE 



BARRIER 

- PHYSICAL 

GRADE SEPARATION 
SUPER BLOCKS 

- PROGRAMMATIC 

PARKING 

BUSINESS DISTRICT 

- IT INCUBATOR 



RIVERFRONT 

- POTENTIAL FOR RECREATION ACTIVITIES 

- ECOLOGICAL ASSET 
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BARRIER ZONE 





ELM STREET 

- PARKING LOT 

- STEEL MUSEUM 

CHESTNUT STREET 

- PARKING LOT 
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DESIGN OBJECIVES 



Combine strong cultural assets in a 
digital urban canvas 

Create vibrant entertainment district 

- Multi-Plex Theater 

- Bowling Alley 

- Restaurants 

- Clubs 

- Specialty Retail 

Implement 'Build Green' Agenda 

Use Youngstown's History for 
iconic representation 
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LAND USE PLAN 




Legend 

Existing 

Institutional 

Residential 

Background 

Proposed 

| Institutional 
| Mixed Use 
Residential 
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PHELPS STREET CIRCULATION 




CORRIDOR CONNECTIONS 




SCULPTURE PLAZA - VIEW SOUTH 
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AERIAL NORTH TOWARD YSU 



Hazel Street 



Phelps Street 



RIBBON PAVILLION 




VISUAL CORRIDORS 




focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR existing 
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focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR existing 
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focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR program 
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focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR green plan 




focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR upper-level corridors 
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focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR lower-level corridors 
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focus area -l PARAMOUNT CULTURE INCUBATOR east-west streets 
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SECTIONAL DRAWING through HAZEL STREET 
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CENTER CITY PARK 
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CENTER CITY PARK 
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HAZEL STREET 




HAZEL STREET 
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LATENT OPPORTUNITY 



LINCOLN AVE. 



RAYEN AVE. 



WOOD AVE. 



COMMERCE ST. 



FEDERAL ST. 



BOARDMAN ST. 



FRONT ST. 




South of Yougstown State University, Elm Street extends from the Cushwa Building to St. Columba's Church on Wood Avenue. Here, it is 
interrupted by the 'barrier', due to the grade change and the parking lot superblock. There is an opportunity to extend Elm Street from this 
point, through the Central Business District, all the way to the riverfront. This extension is facilitated by the spaces between buildings and 
the surface parking lots. Only one building obstructs the path, i.e. a single storey dentist's clinic just south of the Incubator and this facility 
can easily be relocated in one of the neighboring buildings or a new building in the vicinity. 



EXISTING PATH 

PROPOSED EXTENSION 
( PEDESTRIAN CORRIDOR ) 
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Overall Plan 




LINCOLN AVE. 



RAYEN ST. 



WOOD ST. 



COMMERCE ST. 



FEDERAL ST. 



BOARDMAN ST. 



FRONT ST. 
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The proposed extension is concieved as a corridor punctuated 
by public spaces - plazas and parks - of varying scale and func- 
tion which relieve the linearity of the path. These occur at its 
intersection with perpendicular streets, thereby creating a se- 
ries of events which heighten the public experience along the 
path. 
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CUSHWA 
BUILDING 
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Elm Street at Lincoln and Rayen Avenues 




LOOKING DOWN ELM ST. FROM CUSHWA BUILDING 




LOOKING TOWARDS UNIVERSITY FROM RAYEN AVE. 
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A good street needs an identifiable be- 
ginning and end. Across Lincoln Avenue 
from Moser Hall is an open space with 
only a restaurant signage. This site can 
be used for a powerful public art instal- 
lation which will mark this terminus of 
Elm Street in a significant manner. 

Further down Elm Street, at Rayen Av- 
enue, the space of the street leaks out 
into parking lots. New infill blocks are in- 
troduced here which accord better defi- 
nition to the street. These can include 
restaurants, cafes, and other forms of 
student oriented retail, which will draw 
YSU students down from the University 
campus. 

Existing facilities such as the Subway 
outlet can be accommodated here. 

The added density lends vibrancy to this 
stretch of the path. 

These blocks are set back to accom- 
modate angular parking, compensating 
for the loss of parking spaces that they 
replace. 

Physical comfort of the pedestrian is an 
important aspect of a successful street 
and desgined planting of trees provides 
for this. 



NEW STUDENT 
ORIENTED RETAIL, 
RESTAURANTS, CAFES 



EXISTING BUILDINGS 
PROPOSED INFILL 




LINCOLN AVE. 



PUBLIC ART 



RAYEN AVE. 



ST. COLUMBA'S 
CATHEDRAL 
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Commerce Plaza 




BARRIER ZONE : PARKING 




VOINOVICH CENTER AND CSB PARKING 



Beyond Wood Street, the Elm path is purely pedestrian, continuing beside the Steel 
Museum and negotiating the grade separation by means of both a stairway and a ramp 
to provide barrier free access to differently abled persons. The path continues between 
the Voinovich and Children Services Buildings, arriving on Federal Street. 

The parking that covers a vast swathe of land is consolidated in a parking structure 
which provides a termination to the the new park at the extended Chestnut Street. 
The park continues beyond Commerce Street in front of the Voinovich and Children's 
Services buildings to synergise the buzz around the Deyor Center, Cedar's and the 
Paramount Theatre which could be revived into a significant civic facility. 
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The parking structure provides 
Commerce Street with a street- 
wall opposite the Deyor Center, 
improving the street's definition 
and further, the space opens out 
into the park on either side of 
the street. 

The parking structure makes 
use of the grade separation ef- 
fectively, and the park continues 
over its roof. 




WOOD AVE. 




NEW PARKING STRUCTURE 
WITH GREEN ROOF 



COMMERCE ST. DEYOR CENTER 
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SECTION - A 




Federal Plaza 




The extended Elm street meets Federal Street at yet another parking lot. This site is a great 
opoortunity to create a public plaza on Federal Street. It can provide relief to the pedestrian 
experience on Federal Street in addition to puncutating the Elm Corridor. This space can 
be used by the office goers in its vicinity for lunch and coffee breaks and can also provide 
a resting space for shoppers and other users once commercial activity on Federal Street is 
rekindled to its full potential. This space can also be used to showcase the goings-on in the 
Incubator, and a video wall can be installed on the opaque face opposite the Incubator for 
various graphic displays and screenings. 

The parking spaces that are lost to the new plaza will be compensated for in the new park- 
ing facility being planned in the rear of the derelict State theatre building. 

The path continues beyond Federal Plaza and past the Vindicator building to reach the 
Riverfront Park, which provides a natural yet dramatic conclusion to the Elm corridor. 
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The Greening of 

YOUNGSTOWN 

utilizing tram connectors and green connectors 




UNIVERSITY 



TRANSITION ZONE 



CONCEPT diaaram 



Currently there are strong 
Elements within both the 
campus of Youngstown State 
University and within what is 
currently defined as 
downtown. There is also a 
river directly adjacent to the 
downtown that the city has 
turned its back on. More 
importantly, there is an 
obvious missing link between 
these elements. 
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CONCEPT diagram 



Throughout the process, in 
meetings with community 
members, and through site 
observations, it became clear 
to our team that the missing 



UNIVERSITY li n K or so called "transition 




CONCEPT diagram 



UNIVERSITY 



TRANSITION ZONE 



Once this zone was defined 
as a "green" park area, it 
became important to use it as 
a catalyst to link the campus, 
and its 13,000 students with 
downtown through additional 
green linkages along existing 
roads and infrastructure. 



DOWNTOWN 



CONCEPT diagram 



UNIVERSITY 



TRANSITION ZONE 



After the links are in place, it 
will also be important to 
consider additional greening 
opportunities adjacent to the 
site, linking to the river, and 
eventually to Mill Creek Park 
as a continuous recreation 

zone. 
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Building the Masterplan 



Step One: Look at Existing 
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Building the Masterplan 
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Building the Masterplan 



Step Three: Look at existing 
"green" areas, while also 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Four: Understand the 
existing conditions that have 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Five: Look at the 
existing "transition zone" as a 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Six: Realize how close 
in proximity the Mahoning 
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Building the Masterplan 



Step Seven: Understand the 
potential connections 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Eight: Develop an idea 
utilizing elements of water to 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Nine: Build of the newly 
formed "green" nodes to 




Building the Masterplan 



Step Ten: Further strengthen 
newly formed green 





Buildinq the Masterplan 



Step Eleven: Utilize green 
connectors as a framework 
for a tram/trolley system 
which will further define 
Center City Youngstown as a 
cohesive place. 



. _ _j ■ - . ■ - ■ .'r.i! ' 'f^r. 



'ffie grVeninoif VQp^STCTWN, OHIO 



iel johnson | sarfaraz momin 



OVERALL PLAN concept 



OVERALLPLAN Concept 



Gateway I 



University Zone 



Information Technology 

Education 

Future 



B 



Connector 



Public Transpor 
Waler/Green 
Tram System 




Gateway II 



Downtown Zone 



Commerce 
Business 
Recreation 
Riverside 
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final master plan 



Our concept translates into 
this Overall Master Plan to 
make a cohesive central city 
with campus and downtown 
components through parks 
and greenways. 
This can become a Catalyst 
to reverse current trends, and 
people will come downtown to 
recreate and create base of 
people. This recreation will 
become catalyst for future 
development. 




final master plan 



In order to more fully 
understand our master plan, 
our team has looked 
specifically at three separate 
sites as catalysts for the 
development. 

Site A, becomes a gateway 
from Campus, focusing on 
Information Technology and 
Transportation. 
Site B gives several 
examples to rediscover the 
river through a series of 
green connectors. 
Site C also becomes a 
southwestern gateway, 
focusing on recreation, 
commerce, business, and 
truly rediscovering the river 
front. 




Gateway Two 



Commerce/Business 
Recreation 
River front 
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UNIVERSITY SQUARE Plan 



University Square concept 



Developing University Square 
along with Campus IT center 
and Tram station as a starting 




University Square concept 



Lincoln 




he gi¥enTng^f ?1®J^sfoWN, OHIO 



Topographical Advantage of Cushwa Hall 





Developing Cushwa Hall as a 
Campus IT center 

Campus IT center will provide 
students with a recreational 
and social meeting place 




Cushwa Hall 

Media Library 
Internet Cafe 
Computer Lab 
Digital Art Gallery 
Gaming Parlor 
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University Square concept 



Form the Campus IT center, 
students can have good view 

of downtown and it will be a 
motivation of moving down to 

the city 




University Square concept 




Developing Tram Station as a 
YSU commons 

YSU commons will provide 
multifunctional, recreational, 
enjoyable space to students 

YSU commons 



YSU commons and university 
square will induce the first 
step of students out of 
university heading to 
downtown area 
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University Square concept 



Developing University Square 
as a transportation core 




University Square concept 




Developing University Square 
as a transportation core 

2. Tram: Tram/Trolley system 
will overcome the physical 
and psychological distance 
between the campus and the 
downtown core 
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Tram system 




Tram station 



Graphic Reference of Tram station 




Tram station 



Graphic Reference of Tram station 




Tram station 



Graphic Reference of Tram station 





Developing retail shops and restaurants near university Square 




University Square Niehtview 



Night View (University Square) 
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Rediscovering Youngstown's Riverfront Central City 
through water-inspired greenways 



history alonq the river 



The city exists because of 
the River. John Young 
Founded the City along 
the Mahoning (near the 5 th 
Ave. bridge) in 1796. This 
photo, taken in 1905 
shows the River and all 
the industry that occurred 
along it for many years. 
The river meant jobs, and 
these jobs gave the city a 
financial Base. 



Republic of Iron & Steel Company, Youngstown Plant, c. 1905, www.ysu.edu/mahoning/river/youngstown.htm 




Because of these jobs, the 
industry along the river 
also brought many, many 
people to this area of 
town. Notice all the cars, 
busses, and vibrant 
people environment. How 
do we get back to this, 
recreating the river as an 
attraction, rather than a 
source of business? It is 
important that the city 
rediscovers this source by 
introducing elements 
throughout the city that 
remind people of the river. 



history alonq the river 



Between market street viaduct and south ave. bridge, c. 1937, www.ysu.edu/mahoning/river/youngstown.htm 
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The good news is that we 
are already doing it, water 
elements already exist in 
town that can become 
memories of the river, 
such as this beloved 
fountain on the YSU 
campus. The challenge is 
taking this energy and 
bringing it down the hill. 
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masterplan existing conditions 




Building on the existing 
conditions, it is important 
to first realize that there is 
a river in the city. Once 
that is established, we can 
begin at the fountain on 
the YSU campus, and 
begin to introduce 
elements of water to 
connect the fountain back 
to its source — the river. 
This will be done 
predominately along Elm 
and Phelps Street, 
however we will only focus 
on Elm as the primary and 
first catalyst. 
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final master plan 



This plan shows the 
ultimate complete build 
out of the master plan, 
showing how the water 
elements can serve as a 
catalyst for future 
development. Proposed 
Buildings are shown in a 
darker brown, while 
existing buildings are 
shown in the lighter color. 
However the focus of this 
plan is on the creation of a 
contextual "green city" 
with linkages that serve as 
an initial catalyst to get 
people back to the city 
and down the hill to the 
river. 
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final master plan water emphasized 




final master plan key components 



There are three 
components to this plan, 
focusing on water-inspired 
greenways, that can serve 
as initial catalysts to get 
the ball rolling. 
Component one is at the 
corner of Elm and Wood, 
an initial link to get 
students interested in the 
plan and down the hill. 




components of the plan upper elm street existin 



a 




components of the plan upper elm street proposed 



Introduce sculptural elements that incorporate water, this can be in 
the form of local art pieces, permanent art, or ever changing that 
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components of the plan upper elm street proposed at niqht 



At night these sculptural elements can become enticing pieces with 
water and light, attracting local and tourist visitors. 
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components of the plan upper elm street plan 



The plan of Elm Street at Wood shows a pedestrian focused streel — 

with 1 1 ' car lanesand 1 8' for the pedestrian. This street will terminate To Steel ^ 

with an element at the Steel Museum. Museum 




components of the plan upper elm street section 



In section, the street will act truly as a linear art gallery that also functions as a street. The water will be supplied by 
collecting storm water runoff along the entire corridor, and run down the hill, going through a series of cleaning processes 
as it leads to the river. It can also become a learning opportunity for the community, engaging discussions of "where does 
the water go after I use it". In the winter, water piped under the street can be used for heating the roads, and reduced salt 
and maintenance costs. 




final master plan key components 



Component two is a 
downtown urban pocket 
park. It is located 
between the Voinovich 
and Children Services 
Buildings. Sitting between 
two prominent public 
buildings in downtown, 
this can be a good 
catalyst to show that the 
city is committed to the 
movement. 
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components of the plan lower elm street existin 



a 




components of the plan lower elm street proposed 
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final master plan key components 



Component three is a river 
front park, the perfect 
"front lawn" to the city, 
linking the river and 
downtown. The city has 
turned its back on the 
river, and this park will 
allow the river to be 
rediscovered. It will 
consist of active 
recreation opportunities, a 
passive amphitheater and 
seating lawn, and a 
converted rail-trail that will 
become the crucial trail 
link between Cleveland 
and Pittsburgh that will 
now allow trail users to 
travel un-interrupted 
between Lake Erie and 
Washington DC on a trail. 
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components of the plan riverfront park proposed 
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components of the plan riverfront park proposed during the winter 




components of the plan riverfront park plan 
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components of the plan riverfront park precedents-other cities have done it 



East bank esplanade, portland, OR, sturner photo 
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Schematic Elevation 





Plan 

Analysis of Federal Street 
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Gateway Node 

Analysis of Federal Street 
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Creating more public space around 
Paramount 

City Museum 

Introducing Tram Station 

Raising the intersection upto curb height 

Roof with movable louvers 



Plan 

Paramount Precinct 
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Looking towards the river 
Paramount Precinct 
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Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Connecting Green 

Introducing a 
roundabout 



Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Connecting Green 

Introducing a 
roundabout 

Reworking the 
approach site lines 



Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Connecting Green 

Introducing a 
roundabout 

Reworking the 
approach site lines 

Reconnecting the 
river back to the city 



Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 




he gi¥enTno3f ?1®J^SfoWN, OHIO 




Connecting Green 

Introducing a 
roundabout 

Reworking the 
approach site lines 

Reconnecting the 
river back to the city 

Establishing 
economic Magnets 
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Connecting Green 

Introducing a 
roundabout 

Reworking the 
approach site lines 

Reconnecting the 
river to the city 

Establishing 
economic Magnets 

Pedestrian 
connections 
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Phase I 



Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Rapid Transit - 
subsequent growth 
pattern Phase II 



Plan 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Overview 

Mahoning Plaza 
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Water features 

Greening the river 
edge 

Mahoning Plaza 
Phase I 
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Building on Strengths 
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CONCEPT 




Bring YSU students down to Center City Youngstown 
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CONCEPT 




Blur the boundary between YSU and Center City Youngstown by building on some 
of Youngstown 's strongest assets. 
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CLUSTERING USES 
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CULTURAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL DESTINATIONS 
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Creating Student Spaces 
Creating Entertainment Spaces 



- Creating 'Kid Friendly' 
Spaces 
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Building on Strengths: 
Creating f Kid Friendly' Spaces 
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ARTS INCUBATOR 



Establish an Arts Incubator on 
Federal Street in the old Paramount 
Theater building that will help 
reinforce this area's strength as a 
cultural district in Center City 
Youngstown. 



The Arts Incubator can also double 
as a small movie theater showing 
independent films in the evenings. 
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CHILDREN'S MUSEUM 



Relocate The Children's Museum of 
the Valley from its current location 
on Boardman to the Kress Building 
on Federal Street. 

Relocating the children's museum 
will be catalytic to clustering 'kid 
friendly' activity spots together to 
reinvigorate Federal Street. 
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DIGITAL PLAYGROUND 



Establish a Digital Playground on 
Federal Street at the old State 
Theater location. 

The creation of this space will 
capitalize on Youngstown's strength 
as a place for technological 
innovation, and serve as a regional 
destination. 

Youngstown's technology incubator 
can use the Digital Playground as a 
place to showcase its latest 
inventions in the community. 

Children will also benefit from 
learning how to use new technologies 
while having fun. 
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DIGITAL PLAYGROUND 
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During the day an exciting 
educational environment for 
children... 

By night a 20s-something 

technological destination.... 
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DIGITAL PLAYGROUND 




Digital Playground Daytime Activity 
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DIGITAL GRAFFITI ALLEY + 
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 

■ 



Digital Graffiti Alley where children's drawings 
are projected onto the walls of buildings in the 
alley 
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DIGITAL GRAFFITI ALLEY + 
ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 




Change the police station 
parking lot into an Adventure 
Playground located near the Arts 
Incubator, Digital Playground, 
Digital Graffiti Alley, and 
relocated Children's Museum. 



Images of South Street Seaport Playground 
Lower Manhattan, NY 
Designer: David Rockwell 



Adventure Playgrounds are 
popular in Europe. They consist 
of elements that children can 
manipulate and encourage 
imaginative play. These play 
spaces are flexible allowing 
children to engage in 
developmentally appropriate 
activities. 
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MAHONING RIVERFRONT PARK 

Center City Youngstown should 
connect to the Mahoning River by 

creating a large riverfront park as 
part of the larger regional green 
network. 

Placing a lively public plaza at the 

edge of Center City and the Ohio 
Alloy Building will help draw people 
towards the riverfront. 

The Mahoning Riverfront Park will 
provide for a variety of both 
passive and programmed 
recreational and educational 
activities in a natural environment. 
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MAHONING RIVERFRONT PARK 
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MAHONING RIVERFRONT PARK 
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MAHONING RIVERFRONT PARK 

Create an Impromptu Kids' Space 

similar to Jamison Square in Portland, 
Oregon. 





Jamison Square: Portland, Oregon 
Designers: Peter Walker + Partners Landscape 
Architecture 



i f 




This space will serve as a visual cue to 
draw people toward the Mahoning 
river. It will also serve as a gathering 
place for people of all ages to enjoy. 




Images: http://www.pwpla.com 



TEAM 3 Kelly Koss | Tyson Stevens | Shao-Ning Yu 



MAHONING RIVERFRONT PARK 

Programmatic elements of the park 




Water Fountain + 
Ice Skating Rink 



Lightly Wooded 
Area for Picnics 



Open Space 



Animal + Insect 

Identification 

Station 



Riverfront Bike Trail 
Walking Trail 



Hydrology Lab 
Weather Station 



Markers describing historical Mahoning 
River Uses 



Bike Rental 
Ice Skate Rental 
Canoe Rental 
Indoor Ecology Lab 



Plant Identification Station 
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Building on Strengths 
Creating Student Spaces 
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Focus area pla 

*A mix-used plan tries to 
draw students to the 
center city. The 
proposed University 
Boulevard forms the new 
YSU complex. Hazel 
Plaza and student 
housing create 
destination for students. 




Fountain 

University Boulevard 
YSU extension 



New B-School 
Retail Shops 

Public Art 
Hazel Plaza 
Student Housing 

Phelps Garden 
Residential Area 
Green Roof Parking 

Commerce Art Plaza 

Student Shopping Street 

Food Court 
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CONCEPT 



* Students can be 
attracted from university 
to student housing and 
to center city by linking 
places with continuous 
programs. 



YSU 



Water Feature 



o YSU 
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YSU extension 
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Student Housing 
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Slcel Museum 




Phelps Garden^ 




Art Pkiza 




Food Court 
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Grocery Store 



City Center 
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CONCEPT 



* Visual connection to the center city can help shorten the distance from YSU to center 
city. Also, various activities along University Boulevard and Hazel Plaza can reduce the 
distance as well. 
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CONCEPT 



* University Boulevard which was used to be Hazel Street is a gesture of connecting 
university to center city. Also it helps to activate the space between university and 
center city and leads students to the half way anchor-Hazel Plaza. 
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* University Boulevard which was used to be Hazel Street is a gesture of connecting 
university to center city. Also it helps to activate the space between university and 
center city and leads students to the half way anchor-Hazel Plaza. 

New School New B-School Hazel 

Public Art Plaza 

New School Admin Bldg Commercial strips 



Fountain 



CONCEPT 

* There are three public spaces which help provide more pedestrian activities in city. However, 
Public space can not sustain itself without amenities to support it. Therefore, they are 
surrounding by the residential buildings. People who live and work near them can occupy them. 




CONCEPT 

* There are three public spaces which help provide more pedestrian activities in city. However, 
Public space can not sustain itself without amenities to support it. Therefore, they are 
surrounding by the residential buildings. People who live and work near them can occupy them. 

Commercial New B-School Student Housing Residential area Student shopping street 
strips Hotel 



Hazel Park 



Phelps Gar den 



Commerce 
Art Plaza 




COMMERCE ART PLAZA 

*Outdoor exhibition is supported by the arts incubator in Paramount Theatre. The Art 
Plaza can become one of Youngstown's art and cultural places. 



EXAMPLES 
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Building on Strengths 
Creating "Paramount Plaza" 
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BUILDING ON STRENGTHS: Creating " Paramount Plaza" 




The working title of 
"Paramount Plaza is 
derived from the history 
Paramount theater 
which had a similar 
function 




The amphitheater will 
provide space needed 
to house a variety of 
community activities as 
well as become an new 
architectural icon for the 
city 
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The corridor of elm street provides an opportunity to 
persuade students out of campus to the downtown. 




View From Campus 



Commerce 



Analysis 



Elm 
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The open parking area between the steel museum and the low- 
security jail provides an excellent opportunity to create a space with 
which to draw community activity 




■ 



Analysis 
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Existing cultural establishments are able to use the proposed plaza 



ocal Churches 




he DeYor 



Analysis 





Steel Museum 
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Existing amenities are used in order to create a place that can sustain 
a variety of uses as well as a wide diversity of users 





Apartments 




Transportation 
Hub 



Analysis 




Graphic Art 
Services 




Proposed 



Grocery Store 
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The prison and jail are problematic in the program, but can be managed 




Analysis 
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Royal Botanic Gardens - Sydney, AU 



Precedent 



Federation Square - Melbourne, AU 




Millenium Park - Chicago, IL 
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Concept 




Initial drawings 
indicate the 
need to take 
advantage of the 
existing 
topography as 
well as 

accentuate the 
beautiful skyline 
of downtown 
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The plaza contains an amphitheater as well as a path that 
^ / /leads from Phelps street to the lower level of the plaza 




Site Plan 



The street is bisected by a median in order to draw attention to the area 
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The wall blocks institutional use and provides a pleasant visual background 




The area under the pedestrian walkway is opportunistic for public forums and markets 
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The pedestrian walkway connects the pedestrian 
from the steel museum to the plaza as well as 
provide an elevated view of the surrounding area 
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At night the plaza becomes an exhibition of different technologies 
as well as a place that enriches the existing culture of Youngstown 
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Team 4 - Parking Park. River Park 
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Parking Layout 



Light wells inject natural light 
into the terraced parking 



Green roof 




"Cars are dangerous to pedestrians; yet activities occur just 
where cars and pedestrians meet." 

-Christopher Alexander, A Pattern Language 
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and enlivens downtown 



Team 4 - Parking Park. River Park 

I-Ming Lin. Joshua Anderson. Heather Smirl 



hi 



■J 

h 



i L 



T 



! 



.1 



r*. n 
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Thematic lighting at the 
proposed arcade serves as a 
beacon at the river. Hazel 
Street should also serve as a 
corridor to the river with 
streetscape and thematic 
lighting. 



m 
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Vacant units along corridors should take 
advantage of new streetscape elements proposed 
for Phelps and Hazel, such as those currently 
found on Federal Street. They are major assets. 




Proposed park space routes people 
through paths lined up with Hazel 
and Phelps, through arcades built 
into the Ohio Alley Building, and 
onto the river. The arcades will be 
seen throughout the city and will 
serve as a major regional attraction, 
drawing people to spaces at thepark 
and river, THROUGH downtown 





Thematic lighting will be used to 
direct people's attention toward the 
proposed arcades and the area 
under Market Street bridge. 






These examples give an indication of 
the desired character of the arcades 
and riverfront plaza 

Photos courtesy of flickr.com 




Food 
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Existing view under Market Street bridge. The 
utilitarian space has an underlying classical 
form in its columns and structure 
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The bridge space can be converted to use as a theatre, art 
park, or other venue to take advantage of its classical form, 
location, and unique context 




At night, the space can be used as an outdoor 
venue, drawing regional and local visitors to 
concerts, plays, or other performances 






'OUNGSTOWN theatre 
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To encourage year-round use, events such as ice and snow 
sculpture festivals can be planned 
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Goal: Draw pedestrians 
from consolidated 
parking to Chevy Center 
by way of River Area 






Market Street 
Bridge 

Event Space 
Beacons 



Draw pedestrians 
down Hazel & Phelps 
to Chevy Center 
through River Area 



Incubator 




Ohio Alloy Building 
would house various 
events. The beacons 
would be used for 
advertising 




Center 
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Pathway Nodes 



- 






1 
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Advertisements for 
sporting events are 
projected on 
"pathway nodes" 



Market Street Bridge 

Winter 




Team 4 - Parking Park. River Park 

I-Ming Lin. Joshua Anderson. Heather Smirl 



During winter the Ohio 
Alloy Building would 
project graphics to draw 
people to River Area 




The Market Street 
Bridge is an asset to 
Youngstown. Various 
temporary events can 
be held in this space 
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Master Planning and Conceptual Design 

by 

Donald Buaku, Qian Li & Takara Tada 

University of Michigan Urban Design Program | Summer 2007 | Prof. Kit McCullough 
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People :: Place :: Progress 




A vibrant hip community that embraces 
Youngstown as a home and respects the older 
generation who hail from it 






A city that becomes well known by its unique 
features and skyline 



"You can't steal the steel from this city" if 
Youngstown was a steel capital then it 
can grow to be any capital 
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DESIGN GOALS + OBJECTIVES 

• Improve the city's image to the 
world 

• Preserve historic place and 
culture 

• Build upon existing assets for 
sustainable growth 

• Augment 'shrinkage concept' 



SOCIAL GOALS + OBJECTIVES 
•Build community 
•Attract youth & empty nesters 
•Heterogeneous urban living 

• Bring YSU students to city center 

• Retain Creative class 
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Goals 



Major Design Concept 




L Create Follies within the center 
city; these will be programmed 
differently but have similar traits 
of architecture and character 



Create a GREEN URBAN ORGANISM to act as 
a green belt 





Green Organism 



Center City 
Mahoning river 



3. Strengthen the street grid 
with good INFILL 
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Concepts 



What is a Folly? 



They make you go: " Why (and how) in the world...?!" 



Mostly non functional but can be 
programmed for specific 
functions 

They animate places and bring a 
needed population to access 
other facilities 





Pare de la Villette, Paris 
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Precedence 



Follies... 

manifestation 



Regular Buildings 


Programmed follies 


Energized downtown 
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Precedence 



Follies... 

"Do we need some in Youngstown?" 

"Yes!" 

"Why?" 

"because Youngstown has..." 



A history of programmed & 
attractive parks, such as 
the much known; 



IDORA PARK (1899-1984) 




Existing infrastructure that 
can be stimulated with 
some follies, e.g. 



FEDERAL SQUARE 




A variety of people and age 
groups who will need different 
urban experiences; e.g. 
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Precedence 



Transport 



Urban Parlor 
Historic 



Academic 



-J ..,,_.._, Lr ^, 



Riverfront 



Recreation 



Parking 



Interactive public art 




As shown in this graphic, 
the follies can be 
programmed differently to 
augment the facilities they 
adjoin 



Situated thematic foMies^^ 
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Concepts 



Synopsis: 

This project brings together 
the experience of walking 
and accessing information 
in Downtown Youngstown. 
It therefore combines the 
reality of nature and the 
abstract reality of 
technology 
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everyday 



Walk 



Informative 




Youngstown 




Qian Li 



The topic of this part has two key words: Everyday Informative and "Walk-In". 



Educational 



Communicative 



tellectual 



Progressive 



Global 



everyday 



Informative 
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To be informative has many meanings, in short it makes Youngstown a more interesting place. 



2 Gateway Websites 



2 Public Grounps 



YSU.edu 



continuing-edu 



students 



inhabitants 




The two websites, the YSU and the local, provide information both interesting for students and community, where the interaction 
between them is also realized. 
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Depending on the cases and budgets, three different technologies can be applied for the plan. 
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top 10 sport news 





Qian Li 



The info-surfaces are inserted into the city as activators. They serve public and private sectors and eventually make the city 
smarter. 
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The info-surfaces are used as TV broadcast screens, public information panels, ads or signage. 
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We encourage people to Walk In Youngstown. 



Qian Li 
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A promenade system involving the whole central city is designed and walkability in this town is to be improved. 
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The info-surfaces and the promenades are woven to be a whole informative walking experience. 



Where* ^democratic 
torefuse info? 
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Qian Li 
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Shelters from information provide quiet spaces where people can avoid the info input. People should have choice other than 
Info. 





Commerce 
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Qian Li 



The Info Shelters are the places where people can be close to nature. 
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Synopsis: 




This project aims to 
integrate the users of 
Youngstown into the fabric 
of the city by using 
technology to create a 
dynamic and interactive 
place. The situated 
thematic follies (in red) are 
designed to attract 
inhabitants and specifically 
the college population 
located north of the historic 
downtown. 

// 



Progress : Networked city 




Past : Inscribing history 



Present : Networked attraction 
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Takara Tada 



Concept 



Situated Technology 

Responsive place 
Locative media 
Networked Sociality 
Social performance 
Embedded environment 
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Situated technology 
as strategy : 

To create a responsive 
place, situated technology 
uses a specific location 
(context) by available 
networking systems (wifi, 
gps, etc.) to read 
information and interact 
with users of the place. 
Inhabitant will be able to 
interact with each other and 
their environment in new 
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Can you see me now 
Amsterdam mobile mapping 



Spain : Adaptable bus stop 



Team 5 



Takara Tada 



Precedent 



Inscribing History : Interactive Storytelling 
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If Walls Could Talk" 
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There are opportunities to 
record, display and interact 
with information and stories 
about different places that 
create a dynamic learning 
environment in cities. 
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History 



Site of Intervention 
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Intervention 
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Site Panoramic 



Before 
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After 



Team 5 



Takara Tada 




Before 
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Takara Tada 



After 
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Before 





Multi-use event space and a mix of program, such 
as cafe, restaurant, and rentals for activity. The 
events inside will have the ability to interact with the 
large digital screen. The screen maps inhabitants in 
real time as well as events in the city. 



Center 
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After 
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Takara Tada 



Before 
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Takara Tada 



After 
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In this project, a specific 
site is taken and the follies 
are programmed with other 
new buildings to pride a 
connection from the YSU 
campus to the rest of 
downtown, including a 
proposed multi modal 
transport hub 



Donald Buaku 
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Focus area 



The follies will help bring an identity to Youngstown 
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Master plan 



CREATING PLACE BY FUNCTION AND VISUAL STIMULATION 




• U>UH, WTO 
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Master plan 



1- Multi - purpose facility in 
new business school 

2- Refurbished Paramount 
Theater 

3- General shopping, 
groceries and farmers market 

4- Ttransit terminal, hostel 
facilities and restaurants 

5- Consolidated parking 

6- Refurbished Cedar point 





North 



COMMERCE St 



FEDERAL St 



□ 


Follies 


□ 


New buildings 


□ 


Open spaces 


□ 


Water body 



0 100 200 



400 feet 
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Master plan 



Paramount Theatre 



Transportation Hub 




Project Massing 
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Master plan 
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Re-imaging Nightlife 

Donald Buaku 



Impressions 
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Re-imaging Nightlife 

Donald Buaku 



Impressions 
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Impressions 





View towards transition zone from the De Yor building 
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Impressions 
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View towards transition zone from the De Yor building 

Donald Buaku 



Impressions 
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Impressions 
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A new winter experience in Youngstown 

Donald Buaku 



Impressions 
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Impressions 
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Impressions 



